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Why the Change? 



Why The Change? 

 New Curriculum in ELA and Math (Common 

Core) 

 Increase rigor of Georgia state assessments 

 Consistent assessment system across grades 

3-HS 

 

 



Unique Features 

Test Parameters 

 

What to Expect 



Georgia Milestones Unique 

Features 

 Constructed response items in ELA and Math 

 Inclusion of a writing component in response 

to text 

 Inclusion of norm reference items 

 Transition to online administration over time 

 Year 1 -30% 

 Year 3-80% 

 Year 5-100% 

 

 



Georgia Milestones Unique 

Features 

 Item Types 

 Selected Response 

 all content areas 

Constructed-response in ELA and math 

 Shorter response 

 Extended-response in ELA and math 

 More elaborate response, multiple parts, allows for 

multiple correct answers 

 Technology-enhanced in 2016-2017 

 Field testing this year in math  



ELA Test Parameters 

 2 Days 

 Day 1-section 1 and section 2  

 Selected response, constructed response, 

extended response (narrative prose) 

 Day 2-section 3 

Read two passages 

 1 constructed response question 

 3 multiple choice questions 

 1 extended response 



Math Test Parameters 

 1 Day- 2 sections 

 Selected response, 2 constructed response, 1 

extended response 

 Technology enhanced field test items 

MS Only- basic calculator use in 6th grade 

MS Only- basic or scientific calculator use in 7th 

and 8th grade 

 

 



Science and Social Studies 

Parameters 

 1 Day- 2 sections 

 Selected response 



Online Testing 

 Students with read aloud accommodations 

 Other accommodations 

 Additional 5th and 8th grade students 

 

 http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA/ 

 

 

 

http://learnoas.ctb.com/GA/


Schedule 

 Hand out 



Promotion/Retention/Grades 

Rule Waiver:   160-4-2-.11 Promotion, Placement, and  

   Retention sections (3)(a), (3)(b), (3)(c) and 

  160-4-2-.13 Statewide Passing Score  sections 

   (2)(d), (2)(e), (2)(f) 

Based upon the delay of scores in this first year of Georgia Milestones 

due to the necessary and required technical work involved, including 

setting achievement expectations (i.e., cut scores), specific provisions 

of these two Board Rules were waived for the 2014-2015 school year – 

through July 31, 2015. 

 Promotion in grades 3, 5, and 8 may occur based upon local 

discretion/policy.   

 Local systems should develop policies related to the calculation 

of final course grades for courses requiring a Georgia Milestones 

end of course assessment during 2014-2015. 

 Final exam will be given and counted as summative grade 

 



Test Results 

 Scores will arrive in Fall of 2015 



How to Prepare 



for online testing 

Classroom Preparation 



ELACC (K-12) W6 Standard 

 ELACCKW6: With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital 
tools to produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers.  

 

 ELACC3W6: With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and 
publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with 
others.  

 

 ELACC6W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 
as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.  

 

 ELACC8W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing & 
present the relationships between info. and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others.  

 

 ELACC11-12W6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.    

 



Interaction with Technology in the 

Classroom 

 Online reading at all levels 

 Online responding at all levels 

 Microsoft Word 

 PowerPoint Presentations 

 Wikispaces 

 Wixie (K-5) 

 Edublog (K-12) 

 VoiceThread (K-12) 

 Discussion Boards 

 And More… 

 

 

 



Wixie-3rd Grade Example 

 



Discussion Posting-itslearning 

Kindergarten 

 



First Grade-Writing 



First Grade 



2nd Grade-Writing Project 



Discussion Posting-itslearning 

5th Grade 

 



Wikispaces- 7th Grade Science 

 



K-5 Keyboarding Taskforce 

 Created K-6 document to guide teachers 

 

 Working with CTAE and middle schools for 

plan 



What will the test cover? 

 State standards 

 Blueprints 

Content weights 

DOE Website 

 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Georgia-Milestones-Assessment-System.aspx


Study Guides 

 The DOE is creating study guides for each 

grade/content area 

 Check website  



What to do with your child 

 ASK 

Why? 

How do you know? 

Where can you find that in the text? 

 Explain what you mean? 

 Is there another way…what would that be? 

 The key is to get students to justify their 

answer!! 

 



Parent Resources 

 Common Core Roadmaps 

 Handouts 

 Georgia Milestones End of Grade Resources 

 Ed Extras    

 Growing readers! 

 

http://www.cgcs.org/domain/36


Contact Information 

Susan Norce 

snorce@forsyth.k12.ga.us 

770-887-2461 ext. 20242 

mailto:snorce@forsyth.k12.ga.us


Questions 

 


